From: HJR153

Sent: Tuesday, September 14, 2004 8:03 PM
To: HJR153
Subject: HJR153 - Darryl Kerkeslager

Nane: Darryl Kerkesl ager

Street: 2547 Lochness Road

Cty, State, Zp: R chnond, VA 23235

Phone Nunber: (804) 272-6546

Enmai | : Darryl @er kesl ager . net

Uility Type: electric

Conpany Name: Dominion Virginia Power

Conments: The benefits of placing |lines underground include:

1. Reliable power, even in energencies. Keep in mnd all the uses of power, especailly in
rural areas, where it is used to punp wells for fresh water, as well as heat hones and
refrigerate food. For sone elderly, reliable power delivery can nean |ife.

2. Reliable power is vital to businesses. Each tine power is lost for a day or nore,
busi nesses take an econonmic hit.

3. Repair of lines costs Domnion Virginia Power and Electric Cooperatives mllions of
dollars for tree trinmng costs, bucket trucks, energency repairs, and energency overtine.
Wiile it is obvious that burying lines will be even nore expensive in the short time, the
government, and the utilities, have a particular responsibility to think long term

4. The risk associated with overhead power lines is greater than with buried lines, if the
matter is approached correctly. While buried power |ines may be dug up, thoughtfu

pl acenent, physical protection barriers, and the Mss Utility programcan mninize the
events of contact. No amount of precaution, even tree trimming, can do nuch to prevent
the forces of high wind, and freezing rain

5. The safety of |ine workers woul d be sonewhat increased.

6. The esthetics and environnental benefits should not be ignored.

7. Let us not forget terrorism

The negatives i ncl ude:

1. The cost in the short termof burying the |ines.

2. The difficulty of regular nmaintenance. This could be mnimzed threw careful planning,
and the use of highway shoul ders for easy access to |line

NOTE: Bury main |ines under highway shoul ders, where trucks have access, yet do not
di srupt traffic, and the lines can be dug up as necessary w thout much disruption. The
risk of Iines being accidentally dug up is also mnimzed.

Criteria for determ ning whether certain overhead lines are eligible for being rel ocated
under gr ound:

Just one: Evaluate each section of line by how nany people that it effects, in ternms of
enpl oyment and hones. Start with the highest effect, and continue burying Iines until the
cost/return becones prohibitive.



Potential options for funding:

Everyone benefits. Everyone pays. The power conpanies cannot fund this on their own, nor
shoul d they. The benefits of cooperation between the state and the utilities would be
enornous. W have long recognized that utilities are close indeed to public entities, and
have granted t hem special privel eges (eninent domain) and responsibilities (rate
justification). By conbining road right-of-ways with utility right-of-ways, and narrow ng
the size of the conbined right-of-way, everyone benefits. This is also an oppurtunity to
enhance services, to nove the newy laid Iines into the 21st century, by making use of the
| at est technol ogy.

Al ong the sane lines, the next question is easily answered: this is a state matter.
Water lines may start froma |local reservoir and go to homes in one locality; sewage may
flow froma locality's homes to one | ocal sewage plant, but power flows from nany sources
inthe state, to many places. Further, the state's power to tax is vital to the success
of this initiative.



